[Definition of the term "work with pathogenic microorganism" a problem of quality control in the food industry (author's transl)].
According to the Federal Communicable Disease Act a permission is required for work with pathogenic microorganisms. Current interpretations of these legal requirements, however, pose considerable problems. For example it is quite open whether the determination of total counts or sterility tests are to be considered as work with pathogenic organisms or not. In a recent article a prominent representative of the federal health authority has discussed some of the aspects of this topic Unfortunately no progress in defining the term "work with pathogenic microorganisms" has been achieved. Therefore it seemed necessary to come back to that issue. The discussion presented here shows that the wording of the Federal Communicable Disease Act implies a rather restrictive interpretation of these provisions. Total counts, sterility tests, microbial flora analysis and salmonella tests in food quality control should not be considered as work with pathogenic microorganisms at all. Because of the great importance of these legal provisions health authorities definitely should avoid vague interpretation. Instead, if necessary, proper amendment of the legislation should be considered.